Clifton Robinsons M1 - Chichester
10th October 2021 - 2pm

Clifton Robinsons L2 - Penarth
9th October 2021 - 2:30pm

Welcome back!
What a start to life back in the Conference for the M1s! 2 wins from 2
games and with plenty of goals to show for it, they have looked every
inch a National League side. Today they host a Chichester side who,
while only picking up a point so far, have faced two University sides
and come out admirably.
The L2s had a slightly slower start, but picked up their first point of
the campaign last season. They'll be hoping to take all 3 points this
weekend from their only Welsh opposition of the season, Penarth.
More information on the 2021-2022 league structure can be accessed here.

Enjoy the games!

Chairman's Welcome
Welcome to Clifton Robinsons Hockey Club
A warm welcome to our visitors this weekend – Penarth playing our Ladies'
2s on Saturday (2:30pm start at The Lawns), while Chichester have made the
long journey from Sussex to face our Men’s 1s on Sunday (1pm start at
Clifton College). We also welcome our match officials and all members and
supporters of Clifton Robinsons HC (“The Blue Army”).
This has been a reasonably successful start of what promises to be an
exciting season for Clifton Robinsons. Our Ladies 1s battled to 2 tough
points before being defeated by in-form Hampstead and Westminster and
the Ladies 2s picked up their first point last weekend. Our Men's 1s must be
commended, winning their 2 first games in a new division covnincingly. We
are looking forward to watching more entertaining hockey this weekend, and
plenty of goals!
The club is going from strength to strength with us fielding 12 senior sides
week in week out, with potential to add more next season. Complimented by
a huge and successful junior section and talented Masters teams. We were
again the club to enter the most teams in the wide range of England Hockey
Championships last season.
A big shout out to the “engine room” of the club – Nick Sutcliffe, Ian King, Rod
Naughalty, Izzy Palmer, Kathryn Rendell, Jamie Mortimore, Abi Porter, and
Phil Bailey – and no doubt several more.
We hope you enjoy the hockey this weekend and please do join us in the bar
afterwards to hopefully celebrate some good results!
Best wishes,
Duncan Long (“Longer”)
Chairman, Clifton Robinsons HC

Today's other Men's Conference
West fixtures:

Today's other Women's
Conference West fixtures:

Today's other Women's Premier
Division fixtures:

Clifton Robinsons M1 - Chichester
10th October 2021 - 2pm

2 wins from 2 sees the M1s in the leading pack at the early stages of the
league, with todays visitors Chichester having a solitary point so far.
An unfamiliar opposition for Clifton Robinsons, Chichester have already
visited Bristol once this season. Losing 3-0 to Bristol University on the
opening day, they will be hoping for a more fruitful trip this time around.

Last Time Out:
Clifton Robinsons M1 4 - 2 Cardiff University
The M1s travelled to Cardiff Uni feeling confident following a good
performance in the first game of the season against Ashmoor. At the self
proclaimed ‘home of hockey’ we went into battle in the rain. For the first
quarter Clifton Robinsons tried out a new way of playing and it completely
backfired with holes in the press being exploited quickly and we soon found
ourselves 2-0 down and wondering what we were up to. A change from the
coach gave us more solidity and we soon regained control of the match. A
short corner well executed by Rory Thorburn ignited the spirit in the lads and
shortly after this, another piece of Ollie King brilliance in the D and the ball
was sailing past the keepers ear and into the roof of the net!
2-2 half time. Belief was the key point from Coach Fraser Henderson and we
went into the second half knowing that the result was entirely in our hands.
A breakaway goal from Micah Smithard, deflecting a smart cross from Conor
Pinnell into the roof of the net got the 4 travelling fans excited. Finally, a
bizarre turn of events led to the 4th and final goal sealing the game. A badly
executed short corner bobbled around and fell to Tom Appleby who seemed
to be the only one still playing, he took a calm touch and dispatched the ball
into the bottom corner to give us total control of the game and Cardiff Uni
scrambling to complain to the officials. Nevertheless, the goal was given and
Clifton Robinsons secured their second win of the campaign. A huge away
result in tough conditions. Match teas and fines were conducted in KFC, a
most unlikely of match tea venues! Man of the Match went to Tom Appleby
for a top all round performance. The Blue Army marches on…

Previously at Clifton College:
Clifton Robinsons M1 2 - 1 Ashmoor
On a warm September afternoon Clifton Robinson’s made their eagerly
anticipated return to the Men's National League. In front of a packed
Stade De Clifton College the game started at a frenetic pace with
Ashmoor applying early pressure, Clifton looking slightly nervy with many
new faces making their club debuts. That trend continued into the 2nd
quarter, with Ashmoor creating numerous D penetrations and a resulting
short corner narrowly missing the target. Clifton showed flickers of light
with some sharp counter attacks but Ashmoor’s pressure was soon told
after a goal mouth scramble resulted in an Ashmoor forward tucking the
ball home to make it 0-1.
With some stern words at half time, the 3rd quarter was a complete turn
around. Early Clifton pressure lead to Clifton’s first short corner of the
game. Step up, the Giant of a man Rory Thorburn. His heavily disguised
drag flick left the crowd and the keeper confused, as it rolled into the
goal. 1-1, game on. As the 3rd quarter entered it’s final 5 minutes,
Ashmoor continued to look dangerous but it was Clifton who struck next.
A great turnover in Midfield, Nick Robilliard passed the ball onto silky
Ollie King, who darted inside and a smashed in bullet reverse stick from
top D making it 2-1.
The 4th quarter was a very cagey affair. Clifton continued to drop deep
as they fought hard to hold onto the lead. With a combination of great
team defence, a solid MOM performance from Tom Appleby and a drop
kick clearance from the ever dependable GK Andy Hughes, Clifton
managed the final few minutes of the game. The final whistle went to
elation from the home fans, 2-1 to Clifton Robinsons. The sweetest of
victories on the return to National League. Although, great credit has to
Ashmoor who performed fantastically well and played the game in great
spirit.

Clifton Robinsons Men’s 1st team are very pleased
to have the support of Cockburn’s Port. Cockburn’s
do things their way and that is something we are
also very proud of at Clifton Robinsons.

A bottle of Cockburn’s Port will be presented to the
opposition player of the match at each home game, as
decided by the Clifton Robinsons Men’s 1st team
management group. In our last home fixture, Cullen
Turner from Ashmoor HC was the lucky recipient, shown
below receiving his bottle from Club Chair Duncan Long.

Clifton Robinsons L2 - Penarth
9th October 2021 - 2:30pm

After a solid point on the road last weekend, Penarth are the visitors to the
Lawns this week.
The Cardiff based outfit have had a similar start to our L2s, with an opening
day loss to Oxford Hawks followed up by a home 2-2 draw to Witney last
weekend. Both teams will be desperate for a first win, so expect an end to
end game with plenty of goalmouth action.

Last Time Out:
Clifton Robinsons L2 1 - 1 Basingstoke
On a extremely wet and windy day Clifton Robinsons L2’s travelled to
Basingstoke. Having only played once before due to Covid it was likely
to be a tightly contested game.
Clifton defended well throughout the first quarter; the teams were
well matched and it ended 0-0. Soon into the second quarter,
however, Basingstoke made a number of passes around the D leading
to a close range shot on target and a 1-0 lead to the opposition.
Clifton fought back hard creating a number of close chances and
putting Basingstoke under high levels of pressure. This resilience
resulted in a reverse stick cross from half back Lara Bathurst which
was sensationally deflected into the top corner by Alice Williams, 1-1.
Following Clifton’s goal a number of chances were created by both
sides meaning the game was hotly contested until the end. Tensions
were high and with the game being physical throughout both teams
gave it their all in the hope of a last chance goal.
Both teams fought off the pressure and the game finished 1-1. A first
point on the board for the L2s, with many more to come.

Previously at The Lawns:
Clifton Robinsons L2 1 - 2 Cheltenham
Clifton Robinsons L2 opened their season last weekend in an away fixture
vs Cheltenham, having only played each other a couple of weeks previously
during preseason. In the past, the fixtures have always been closely
contested so it was always due to be a exciting game. Clifton Robinsons
had a solid start with many making their debuts for the club as well as a
few new faces to National League. Both teams created some early chances
with Clifton Robinsons absorbing lots of pressure. In the 2nd quarter
against the run of play Meally scored her first goal for the club, meaning we
went in to the half time break 1-0 up. Clifton Robinsons continued to soak
up the pressure in the 2nd half with some great work from the defence
including Clifton Robinsons' Man of the Match and new captain Jules
making some last ditch tackles. In all our efforts to protect the lead,
Cheltenham were awarded a flick. It was well executed, to pull the game to
1-1. Cheltenham maintained their pressure immediately after their first
goal and very quickly took the lead: 2-1. Clifton Robinsons kept fighting to
the end, looking to gain a point by creating some fast breaks but it wasn’t
meant to be and Cheltenham finished the game as 2-1 winners.

Last Weekend:
Clifton Robinsons L1 1 - 3
Hampstead & Westminster
Clifton Robinsons vs Hampstead and Westminster started off with an
end to end battle in the first half at Coombe Dingle in the rain. Both
teams had some close efforts but neither team could find the back of the
net and the second half was all to play for.
The first goal of the match came from a penalty flick for Hampstead
which was scored by Lauren Turner. This lead to a run of solid play by
Hampstead which, despite some brilliant penalty corner and deep
defence from Clifton, resulted in two more goals for the away side
scored by Esme Burge and Sarah Robertson.
The final quarter was more exciting for the home side with some lovely
passages of play, and a corner at the last minute converted by Holly
Munro resulting in the game finishing 3-1.
The L1s go away to Holcombe this week, in search of their first win.

Club Results

Club Fixtures

CRHC 1st XI Home games
coming up:

Sun. 17th Oct. 21 - M1s vs University of Exeter 2s
2pm @ Clifton College Sports Complex
Sat. 23rd Oct. 21 - L1s vs Loughborough Students
2pm @ Coombe Dingle (Lower pitch)
Sun 31st Oct. 21 - M1s vs Bristol University
2pm @ Clifton College Sports Complex

Don't forget to follow us on social media:

@CliftonRobbies
@CliftonRobbies
Clifton Robinsons Hockey Club

