


6th November 2021 - 2pm
Clifton Robinsons L1 - University of Birmingham

Welcome back!
After two hard-fought wins, the L1s enjoyed a well-earned rest last
weekend. They are straight back into another crucial fixture this
weekend, taking on a youthful University of Birmingham side.

Simultaneously, the L2s return home after two weeks on the road.
They will be looking to pick up their first win of the season against
near-neighbours Bath Buccaneers.  

More information on the 2021-2022 league structure can be accessed here.

Enjoy the games!
 

6th November 2021 - 2:30pm 
Clifton Robinsons L2 - Team Bath Buccaneers

https://www.englandhockey.co.uk/media/news/ehl-2021-22-season-breakdown


Chairman's Welcome
Welcome to Clifton Robinsons Hockey Club
 
A warm welcome to our visitors this weekend – University of Birmingham playing our
Ladies' 1s (14:00 start at Coombe Dingle on Saturday) and local competitors Team Bath
Buccaneers who visit our Ladies' 2s (14:30 start at The Lawns). We also welcome our
match officials and all members and supporters of Clifton Robinsons HC (“The Blue
Army”).
 
Prior to their break the Ladies 1s picked up two wins in succession to move up the
Vitality Premier Division table beating Loughborough Students 5-4 and Swansea 2-1.
They now sit 5th 3 points above our visitors this weekend. The Ladies 2s will be aiming
for win against Team Bath Buccaneers to kick start their season. 
 
The Men’s 1s are on the road to Plymouth Marjon this Sunday and they will be looking
to bounce back from a 2-1 defeat at home last week against the University of Bristol.
New boy Sam Skelton is in line to face his former club who are likely to include former
Robbies favourite Jon Tew.
 
The club is going from strength to strength with us fielding 12 senior sides week in week
out, with potential to add more next season. Complimented by a huge and successful
junior section and talented Masters teams. We were again the club to enter the most
teams in the wide range of England Hockey Championships last season.
 
The Masters sides are kicking off their season. The Men’s O50s beat Old Bristolians 3-1
in the 1st round of the England Hockey Championship last weekend – Simon Sharp
grabbing all three goals. Sunday 14 November sees our other Masters sides in action –
Ladies O35s open up at home against Gloucester City whilst the Men’s O40s travel the
short distance to Team Bath Buccaneers.
 
We hope you enjoy the hockey this weekend and please do join us in the bar afterwards
to hopefully celebrate some good results!
 
Best wishes,
 
Duncan Long (“Longer”)
Chairman, Clifton Robinsons HC



This weekend's Men's
Conference West fixtures: 

This weekend's Women's
Conference West fixtures: 

This weekend's Women's Premier
Division fixtures: 



Women's Conference West 

Men's Conference West 

Women's Premier Division 



Vitality Women's Premier Division 
East Grinstead and Wimbledon meet in the standout Vitality Women's
Premier Division encounter on Saturday. The crunch clash between two of
the top four sides forms part of a double header for East Grinstead, with the
men's side also in action at Saint Hill.
However, it is Hampstead & Westminster's superb start to the season which
shows no sign of abating ahead of a pivotal month in the top flight. With
seven straight wins and a nine-point advantage at the top of the league, the
Londoners have a home clash with Beeston, who currently hold that all-
important sixth place in the top flight. Saturday's match certainly looks set to
be an interesting affair. Beeston travel to the capital following a fine 4-0
victory over a stuttering Buckingham last weekend. And they will aim to
exploit weaknesses in Hampstead's defence, which has shipped five goals in
their last three matches.
Two of those goals came last weekend when Loughborough Students
continued their penchant for rallying performances after conceding early
goals, although the side co-coached by Sarah Kelleher and Kate Richardson-
Walsh held on for a 3-2 victory. Loughborough face a stern test in their quest
for a top six place when Brett Holland's side take on a double header
weekend. They host Swansea on Saturday before travelling to Wimbledon for
a Sunday lunchtime push back.
Meanwhile, Clifton Robinsons, unbeaten in three matches, are at home to
University of Birmingham.
Buckingham and Holcombe, who have both endured losing form, will look to
bounce back when they face each other at Stowe School.

6th November 2021 - 2pm 
Clifton Robinsons L1 - University of Birmingham



This week's match was an important one for both Clifton Robinsons and
Loughborough, with both teams looking to win 3 points at Coombe Dingle.
The game started with Clifton on the front foot and a smashing debut
Premier League goal from Tilly Edwards put the home side in front. This was
followed quickly by another first goal in the Prem, this time scored by
Clemmie Houlden who perfectly deflected a ball into the bottom corner
from a beautiful delivery by Holly Munro. With momentum on their side
Clifton had a very fluid run of play, ending with a corker of a finish from a
reverse stick hit into the back of the net from Catherine Macaulay to put the
home side up 3-0 at half-time. 

After half time an early break from Clifton Robinsons resulted in a short
corner, which was converted by Abi Porter with a deflection through the
legs. Loughborough then found a spell of momentum and some beautiful
build up plays lead to them converting 3 goals in quick succession from
some tidy penalty corners and a field goal. Clifton responded when
Macaulay delivered a peach of a ball to Claire Thomas who deflected the
ball into the goal from in front of the goalie to restore a 2 goal cushion. 

As the tension rose with 8 minutes to go, Loughborough scored another
goal and continued to put pressure on the Clifton defence. However they
held onto their 5-4 lead and despite a card in the final quarter managed to
seal the win and take the 3 points. A well earned rest follows this weekend,
and time to refresh before making a big push in the final 4 fixtures. 

 

Previously at Coombe Dingle:
Clifton Robinsons 5 - 4

Loughborough Students



After playing 4 matches and having a lot of draws to start off this season,
the Clifton Robinsons Ladies' 1s headed up to Swansea hoping to get
their first win. The match started with Clifton on the front foot and some
lovely passages of play led to several short corners. Finally, one was
deflected into the left corner of the goal by Ash Mainwaring off a left slip
delivery from Holly Munro. This early goal gave Clifton Robinsons some
more momentum and a quick counter attack lead to a big foul in the
Swansea's D and a penalty stroke for the visiting side.  The flick was
classily converted by Claire Thomas and CRHC took a 2 goal lead. 

The whistle blew for half time with Clifton 2-0 up, however a slightly
rocky two minutes after the break meant Swansea got one goal back
after a baseline drive and a tap in from the penalty spot. Both teams
fought hard for another goal in the rest of the second half but neither
team could find the back of the net so Clifton Robinsons came away with
the win and 3 points. The first win of the season leaves CRHC in mid-
table at the halfway stage before the mid-season split.

 

Last Time Away:
Clifton Robinsons L1 2 - 1 Swansea









6th November 2021 - 2:30pm
Clifton Robinsons L2 - Team Bath Buccaneers

A tough week away in Oxford has not dented the spirits of the L2s. Despite
losing 4-0, they still retain a better defensive record than table toppers
Witney, conceding 1 goal fewer. A change in fortunes in front of goal is all
that is required to bring home the first win of the season. 

Today's opponents, Bath Buccaneers, provide a good opportunity to do that.
They sit in 7th, with a record of 2 wins, 2 draws and 2 losses, beating bottom
of the table Bristol University last weekend by a solitary goal. 



IThe CRHC Ladies’ 2s faced a tough match away against Oxford Hawks 1st XI on
Saturday 30th October. Within the first minute of the match, tactical play in the D gave
Clifton a penalty corner, but – despite a powerful strike – the 2s were denied an early
lead. Action moved quickly to the other end of the pitch with a superb save from Sophie
Trigg to keep the score level, but then a converted penalty corner took Oxford 1-0 up.
Only a few minutes later, another penalty corner meant that the 2s ended the quarter
with a two-goal deficit.

Nonetheless, Clifton did anything but let their heads go down. The second quarter
started with strong attacking play from the 2s, including a saved shot on goal and
another penalty corner that the Oxford defence kept out. Oxford upped their pressure,
but nothing about the 2s was going to make it easy for them. The pressure kept coming,
though, and 12 minutes in, another converted penalty corner put the score at 3-0 at half
time. To the 2s’ absolute credit that’s exactly the way it stayed for the majority of the
second half, with our team showing formidable penalty corner defence, regardless of
the configuration Oxford threw at them. A final 15th-minute corner to Oxford finished
the match with a 4-0 loss for CRHC L2s – but the girls can be proud of the commitment,
grit and determination they demonstrated in the face of a well-oiled, tight performance
from the home team.

Last time out:
Oxford Hawks 4 - 0 Clifton Robinsons L2



Back in Bristol: 
Firebrands 0 - 0 Clifton Robinsons L2

CRHC Ladies 2s played an evenly contested derby against local side Bristol
Firebrands 1s on Saturday 23rd October. With Firebrands presently sitting
top of the Conference West league table, CRHC L2s knew they would have
their work cut out.
 
Both teams were persistent in attack and defence in a fast-paced first
quarter of end-to-end hockey. After the short break, Clifton came out
fighting hard, maintaining great pressure throughout the remainder of the
first half, moving the ball skilfully throughout the pitch, keeping Firebrands
at bay and just never quite finding the back of the net.
 
A chip over the Firebrands goal keeper from Martha Barratt about 10
minutes into the third quarter just skimmed wide of the top left corner of
the goal, and it seemed Clifton had fire in their bellies and a shift in
scoreline was surely only moments away. At about 12 minutes in,
Firebrands picked up a loose ball and took it into the D, but the shot was
superbly saved by Sophie Trigg to keep everything level at 0–0 all the way
into the final quarter of the match.
 
Cheers went up from the Clifton fans as 2 minutes into the final leg, the
ladies won a penalty corner – but no goal this time. In what was
characteristic of a see-saw match, a return penalty corner for Firebrands 6
minutes later still produced no change in the scoreline. As the minutes drew
to a close, Firebrands were awarded three penalty corners back to back –
each brilliantly and fiercely defended – the last as the final whistle blew. A
no-score draw sees the CRHC L2s move up one position in the Conference
West league table with corresponding upward motion in belief and spirit
following this more-than satisfying draw against the league leaders.

 







It was a big game for the boys this week with Robinsons looking to keep their
unbeaten start to a brilliant season against Bristol Uni in a top of the table
clash. Reaching game day and tensions were high, settled only by Nicko’s
tunes in the changing rooms and a big pre-match chat from Conor. The lads
headed out onto the pitch to hear some questionable tunes from the Bristol
Uni lads, who looked like a young yet competitive side.

The game started, both teams firing on all cylinders, with a lovely run from
Ollie King in the first few seconds to see him just flash one wide – this set the
tone for the game as the spectators settled into their seats to watch what
would be a spectacle of a game. A team goal, deflected in by Uni’s centre mid
saw them go 1-0 up. The fans then watched with baited breath as the rest of
the half battled out, with the score staying 1-0 at Half Time.

An enthusiastic yet frustrated Clifton Robinsons coach finally came of age as
he said his first swear word, sending us back on to the pitch with fire in our
hearts. A brilliant team goal finished off by Mr William Springett (first
national league goal) saw the game all tied 2 minutes to the second half.
Some 50/50 decisions from umpires left the spectators with questions and
coming to the last 5 minutes the game was right on a knife’s edge. A short
corner that was somehow bundled into the goal by Bristol Uni gave them a
2-1 lead, nearing the dying minutes of the game. Robinsons poured on the
pressure, but sadly couldn’t find a goal to even up the game ending in a 2-1
loss.

Let this not takeaway from what was a marvelous display of hockey from our
boys who came off the pitch disappointed but eager to come away with 3
points next week away at Marjons. Congratulations especially to Reef French
for his first National League MOM at 18 for a tenacious performance. A huge
thank to all our supporters, our 12th man on the day, and a class day of
hockey polished off by a tasty lasagne and chips at Redland Green Tennis
Club (still the best teas going).

 

Last Weekend:
Clifton Robinsons M1 1 - 2 Bristol University



Next Weekend:
Friday Night Lights is BACK!

 

Clifton Robinsons M1 vs Cheltenham
8pm PB, The Lawns

Our first Friday night fixture of the season sees Cheltenham
make the short trip down the M5 to take on the Men in a highly

anticipated Conference West fixture. Not only is it a great
chance to see some high quality hockey before the weekend

begins, it will also be a good opportunity for some of our
members to experience the Lawns and on-site Clubhouse for

the first time. 
 

The bar will be open from 7-10:30pm for Refreshments. As
always, BRING THE NOISE!
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Don't forget to follow us on social media:

@CliftonRobbies

@CliftonRobbies

Clifton Robinsons Hockey Club

CRHC 1st XI Home games 
coming up:

Fri 12th Nov. 21 - M1s vs Cheltenham                   
 8pm @ Clifton College Sports Complex
Sat 20th Nov. 21 - L1s vs Wimbledon                     
 2pm @ Coombe Dingle (Lower Pitch)
Sun 13th Feb. 22 - M1s vs Cardiff University       
 2pm @ Clifton College Sports Complex

https://twitter.com/CliftonRobbies?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/cliftonrobbies/
https://www.facebook.com/CliftonRobinsonsHockeyClub





