Clifton Robinsons L1 - Surbiton
5th February 2022 - 2pm

Welcome back!
While the rest of the club have been playing for a few weeks now, today
marks a welcome return to action for our National League sides,
including our L1s who host Surbiton.
A strong showing in the first half of the season ensured the team sat 6th at
the halfway stage. The League format this year sees them have a tough
second half of the season, playing each of the other top 6 teams twice
more in the battle for the playoffs. This also means they are guaranteed a
top 6 finish, and a place in the Premier Division for 22/23.
Until then, there is potential silverware to be had - and the journey
continues today!
More information on the 2021-2022 league structure can be accessed here.

Enjoy the games!

Chairman's Welcome
Welcome back to Clifton Robinsons Hockey Club!
A warm welcome to our visitors this weekend – Surbiton playing our Ladies
1s on Saturday (2pm start at Coombe Dingle). We also welcome our match
officials and all members and supporters of Clifton Robinsons HC (“The Blue
Army”).
After refreshing themselves over the Christmas break, I am looking forward
to seeing how the team takes on the unique challenge of facing only the top
6 sides in the country for the second half of the season. It will be exciting for
spectators and players alike to consistently see international talent on both
sides of the pitch and I hope to see a few big scalps!
Elsewhere with our National League sides, the Men travel to Ashmoor with
the aim of continuing to establish themselves in the Conference, while the
Ladies' 2s are hoping to continue their recent resurgence at Cheltenham.
Elsewhere, the club is continue going from strength to strength with the
other senior sides, fielding strong teams week in week out. This was
demonstrated perhaps most strongly on the 29th January, when every single
side won their league game. This is a brilliant achievement I cannot
remember happening in the time of the joint club. Complimented by a huge
and successful junior section and talented Masters teams, who also won the
the England Hockey Championships recently, this hopefully speaks of a
bright future all round!

We hope you enjoy the hockey this weekend and please do join us in the bar
afterwards to hopefully celebrate some good results - on the hockey pitch as
well as in the rugby!
Best wishes,
Duncan Long (“Longer”)
Chairman, Clifton Robinsons HC
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The 'Top 6' tier looks set for a riveting battle for the two European places on
offer, with Vitality Women's Premier Division action set to take place every
Saturday until April.
Here, we see reigning champions and current 3rd placed Surbiton face
Clifton Robinsons, who snuck into the top 6 but will be hoping to benefit
from improved squad availability in the second half of the season.
Hampstead & Westminster hold a three-point lead as the women's top flight
resumes with a new format for the first time.
The league leaders, aiming to reach the Euro Hockey League for the first
time, travel to fourth-placed Wimbledon for a cross-London derby on
Saturday afternoon.
Second-placed East Grinstead will head to Beeston in fine fettle, the outdoor
league resumption coming six days after lifting their third national indoor
title in six years.
In the bottom tier, two clubs will face the drop from five sides in what looks
set to be a pressure-cooker run-in towards April. Matches will start next
weekend, with four teams playing every Saturday.

Our Last Meeting:
Clifton Robinsons L1 2 - 2 Surbiton
After 10 months of no Premier League hockey, Clifton Robinsons L1’s
returned to a sunny Coombe Dingle at last, taking on reigning league
champions Surbiton.
After a slightly delayed start due to traffic on the M4, Alice Wills opened
the scoring for Surbiton in the sixth minute before Catherine Macauley
equalised through a well timed deflection for the hosts early into the
second quarter (check out Smifsports for an epic celebration photo!)
Macauley was then on target again shortly before half-time to hand
Clifton the lead going into the break from a well finished penalty corner.
Eloise Stenner then equalised for Surbiton just a few minutes into the
second half.
Clifton Robinsons sustained a lot of attacking pressure from Surbiton
throughout the final quarter, but their penalty corner defence remained
strong and the game finished 2-2.

Indoor Adventures
After Christmas, the L1 squad came together for 2 weekends of indoor
action. Competing in National Division 1, the team played 2 games per
day against a host of unfamiliar opposition including Guildford and
Harleston Magpies, as well as more familiar foes in Surbiton and Reading.
A team in transition, they fared well, winning 5 and losing 3 of their
games, enough to see the team finish 3rd in the league and just missing
out on promotion. On top of this, Livvy Hoskins scored 15 goals across
the competition, enough to see her finish as the top goalscorer. Good
work from all, with a foundation laid to aim for promotion next year!

International Call-Ups
This week we found out that three of the
playing squad will be continuing their
international adventures. Livvy Hoskins
(Bottom Left), who recently made her
Wales debut, and Kitty Chapple (Top Right)
both received call- ups to the GB Elite
Development Programme (EDP) for the
forthcoming season. This programme
aims to provide a pathway for top young
players into the full GB setup in the near
future.
Meanwhile, youngster Clemmie Houlden (Bottom Right)
was called up to the England U18 squad, further continuing
her development up the age groups.
Congratulations to all!

Last Time Out:
Clifton Robinsons L1 1 - 6 East Grinstead
Clifton Robinsons travelled to East Grinstead to play their last match of
the Premier League before the Christmas break having already secured a
top 6 position. Both teams were hungry for the win.
The game started slowly for Clifton with two early goals for EG. Shortly
after the start of the second quarter EG scored again putting them three
goals ahead.
The score was 3-0 at half time but Clifton weren’t finished and some fluid
attacking play lead to a penalty corner which was converted by Holly
Munro with an rocket of a hit into the backboard.
East Grinstead however were not holding back and three more goals
scored in quick succession out them up 6 goals to 1 to finish the game.
A tough game against an in-form side. However, 2 more games in the
second half of the season give us plenty of opportunity to get revenge,

Previously at The Lawns:
Clifton Robinsons L2 1 - 3 Witney
The CRHC L2s, riding high on belief from their win the week before, came out onto the
pitch fighting in their last match before the season break. The majority of the play in the
first quarter was in Clifton’s attacking half, with the team applying great pressure, creating
chances and putting Witney’s defence through its paces. The quarter ended with no score,
but the strong start gave every hope of a Clifton win.
As the second quarter got underway, both sides determined to break the deadlock. At
about 5 minutes in, three back-to-back penalty corners to Clifton seemed suggested that a
goal was within sight. Then, a fourth corner to Clifton, about 3 minutes from the end of the
quarter, and a superb, unstoppable strike from Captain Jules Gardner, put Clifton in the
lead. Witney, though, were not to be broken and a penalty corner in the last seconds gave
them a conversion. Once again, everything was square.
If Quarter 3 was without drama, Quarter 4 made up for it. A controversial Witney goal,
contested but ultimately given, put the Oxfordshire side ahead, and it was Witney’s turn to
drive hard in their attack. Fast, strong, tenacious and relentless Clifton defence seemed to
be enough to keep the visitors from stretching their lead, but a penalty corner to Witney 8
minutes into the final quarter came good, putting them 1–3 ahead and making Clifton’s job
of coming back even harder. Significant pressure ensued and yet more strong defending
from Clifton, but emotions were running high and Clifton couldn’t find their stride in the
closing minutes – Witney left for home triumphant.
There’s no denying that this was a tough match for the Ladies’ 2s. In their own play, they
showed flair, experience and ability against strong opposition. But they also faced key
decisions that just didn’t go their way – bitter pills that, one way or another, this time cost
them dearly.
Matches elsewhere in the league mean that the Ladies’ 2s close the first half of the season
in penultimate table position. There is incredible potential in this team – the break is time
to rest, re-group and come back in January stronger and more determined than ever.

Clean Sweep!
Yes you read that right!
Last weekend, in what was the 3rd round of fixtures for most
teams, every single one of our sides WON their game! EVERY ONE!
The L1s followed this up by winning their 2 friendlies on Sunday to
make the record P12, W12.
What a fantastic weekend for the club - and well done to all
involved!

Club
Results

Club
Fixtures

CRHC 1st XI Home games
coming up:

Sun 13th Feb. 22 - M1s vs Cardiff University
2pm @ Clifton College Sports Complex
Sat 19th Feb. 22 - L1s vs Beeston
2pm @ Coombe Dingle Sports Centre
Sun 26th Feb. 22 - L1s vs Wimbledon
2pm @ Coombe Dingle Sports Centre

Don't forget to follow us on social media:

@CliftonRobbies
@CliftonRobbies
Clifton Robinsons Hockey Club

